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MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS are held at the 
Glendale Woman’s Club, 7032 North 56th 
Avenue (corner of 56th Avenue and Glenn 
Drive).  Meetings are held on the first Thursday 
of each month at 7pm.  Guests are always 
welcome. 
 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETINGS are held 
at the Glendale Woman’s Club, 7032 North 
56th Avenue (corner of 56th Avenue and Glenn 
Drive).  Meetings are held on the third Thursday 
of each month at 7:30pm. 
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Thursday, November  3, at 7pm—RSG member-
ship meeting at the Glendale Woman’s Club.  
Guest speaker:  Judy Wallace of the Heard 
Museum will present “Goldwater’s Arizona.” 
 
Saturday, November 5, 10am-4pm—RSG info 
booth at public event in downtown Glendale.  
Volunteers are needed. Contact Judy Hudgeons at 
602.469.4255. 
 
Sunday, November 6—Green Valley Rose 
Society rose show at East Social Center in Green 
Valley, Arizona. 
 
Saturday, November 12, 9:30am-4:00pm—RSG 
Rose Garden Tour. See pages 3 and 4 for details.  
 
Sunday, November 13, 9:30am-4:00pm—Mesa-
East Valley Rose Society Garden Tour.  
 

(Continued on page 3) 
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With the cooler weather upon us, you and your 
gardens should be doing a lot better than a month 
ago.  Candy and I have decided that our garden 
looked the worst it’s ever looked at the end of the 
brutal summer that we just went through.  You can 
tell the bushes are liking this cooler weather. 
 
We and the other folks who are showcasing our 
gardens for the Rose Society of Glendale’s garden 
tour on Saturday, November 12, have been very 
busy cleaning and upgrading our gardens in 
addition to fertilizing, spraying, dead-heading, 
disbudding, and whatever we can think of to make 
sure the RSG garden tour is a huge success.  There 
are also several people behind the scenes working 
very hard on other projects associated with the 
garden tour, such as creating tour books for guests 
to follow; planning the food for each garden, 
procuring raffle prizes, and the list goes on.  My 
special thanks to each and every one of you. 
 
The Rose Society of Glendale also has some other 
activities on the horizon: 
 
Saturday, November 5, 2011—RSG participation 
at a public event in downtown Glendale; 
 
Thursday, December 1, 2011—RSG annual 
Holiday Potluck, installation of officers, and 
“mini” rose show; and 
 

(Continued on page 2) 
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November Program:  “Goldwater’s Arizona” 
Presented by the Heard Museum 
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Monthly general meeting—2nd Tuesday of each 
month at 7pm (tel 602.493.0238).     
www.westvalleyrose.org 
 
��

��

��

��

� ����

���
�������
����	�����

���
�������
����	�����

���
�������
����	�����

���
�������
����	���� �
Monthly general meeting—2nd Thursday of each 
month at 7pm (tel 480.831.2609). 
www.roses4az-mevrs.org 
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Monthly general meeting—2nd Monday of each 
month (except May through August) at 7:30pm  

(tel 623.977.4256). 
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Monthly general meeting—3rd Tuesday of each 

month at 7:30pm (tel 602.953.9133).     
www.phoenixrose.org 
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Monthly general meeting—2nd Wednesday of 
each month at 7:30pm (tel 480.945.8114). 

http://scottsdalerose.org/Site/Welcome.html 

Saturday, December 3, 2011—Arizona Rose Societies’ Annual Banquet and Rose Show at 
Scottsdale Plaza Resort. 
 
Please support your rose society by attending the RSG membership meeting on Thursday, 
November 3, when nominations will be accepted from the floor and a formal vote on the election of 
our 2012 officers and board of directors will occur.  Nominations of individuals whose names were 
not previously submitted for office will be accepted at the November 3 meeting.  You must have 
the approval of the person you are nominating before submitting their name for an office. 
 
Our program chair, Nancy Medved, has arranged for a very interesting and unusual program in 
November.  Of course, we will also include a Consulting Rosarian question-and-answer period. 
 

Bill Sheperd, President 

(Continued from page 1) 
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                        Rosey Event in Downtown Glendale 
 

The Rose Society of Glendale has been invited to participate at a public event in beautiful 
downtown Glendale.  The get-together will take place on Saturday, November 5, from 10am until 
4pm.  The RSG will have an information booth on all things relating to growing, planting, and 
pruning roses.  Rosarians will hold a seminar at 2:30pm and demonstrate how to prune a rosebush 
and answer questions about roses.  Judy Hudgeons has volunteered to spearhead this activity, so if 
you can spare a few hours that day, she would really appreciate the help.  Judy can be reached at 
602.469.4255.  
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by Candy Sheperd 
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Thursday, November 17, at 7:30pm—RSG board of directors meeting at Glendale Woman’s Club. 
 
Saturday, November 19—Mesa-East Valley Rose Society rose show at Mesa Community College. 
 
Saturday, November 26—Arizona West Valley Rose Society rose show at Arizona State University—West 
Campus. 
 
Thursday, December 1, at 6pm—Rose Society of Glendale annual Holiday Potluck, installation of officers, and 
“mini” rose show at Glendale Woman’s Club.  The RSG will provide ham and turkey; members should bring a dish 
to share and their own spirited refreshments, if they wish. 
 
Saturday, December 3—Arizona Rose Societies’ Annual Banquet and Rose Show at Scottsdale Plaza Resort (see 
page 6 for details). 
 
Sunday, December 4, 2-5pm—Phoenix Rose Society “Holiday Tea” at the Valley Garden Center.  For details and 
tickets, contact Gerry Mahoney at 623.581.3756. 

(Continued from page 1) 
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Contact Candy Sheperd at 623.878.9607 or rosebuds1@cox.net 
to ask how you can help or participate in this special event!! 
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by Earl Edris, RSG board member 
 

Everyone who loves roses knows that the work, sweat, and tears that are required to grow them are all forgotten when those 
beautiful blooms begin to appear.  Even so, the bloody scars inflicted by merciless bushes remind us that roses have no 
gratitude.  Extra water, gentle fertilizer, even a song now and then should make them love us.  But no, they lie in wait to stick, 
cut, and shred our limbs and clothes.  You know how it goes—there is a crossing cane that needs to be removed . . . I’ll just 
reach down near the base to cut it off.  Ouch!  Now, how can I get out?!  Move one way, and the thorns dig into the back of my 
hand.  Move the other way, and that next cane grabs my wrist.  Now my shirt is caught and only gets worse when I move any 
which way.  Oh shoot, I think that’s blood running into my sock.  Why don’t I just dig them all out?  But wait, is that a Mr. 
Lincoln I smell?  Hmmmm, all is forgiven.   If only roses didn’t have prickles! 
 
“Prickles” sounds like a not-so-bad thing.  It’s hard to say it with vengeance in your voice.  “”Thorns” can be said with power, 
and the word itself sounds mean.  “Thorns” is best said with a few swear words in front of it.  All you can do with “prickles” is 
rhyme it with “tickles.”  The word itself comes from the 15th Century and means “to prick.”  It is defined as a sharp projection 
arising from the epidermis or bark of a plant.  It can be straight, curved, or hooked.  Most are reddish brown.  Prickles, like 
leaves, have holes (stomata) that let gasses in and out.  Prickles, being smaller than leaves, let less water out.  Since they come 
from the epidermis, prickles can be broken off.  A thorn, on the other hand, is a modified branch or stem and comes from deep 
within the woody part of the plant.  Then there are also spines, which are modified leaves or parts of leaves.  Ocotillo have 
spines, citrus trees have thorns, and roses have prickles.  Cacti also have prickles.  Our roses keep mean company.  But saying 
“every rose has its prickle” just doesn’t cut it, so we use the words “thorn” and “prickle” interchangeably.  There was a song 
released in 1988 called Every Rose Has It’s Thorn, which became a hit, but I never heard it.  I’m just not hip, but I have the 
lyrics if you want them. 
 
Ah, but there is a way out of my dilemma.  There is a thornless rose.  There are several, and they don’t even have prickles.  
The most famous one is a climbing rose, and it is bigger than any rose in my garden.  In fact, it is bigger than my garden.  It 
came from Scotland and was planted in Tombstone, Arizona, in 1885.  It was a gift for a homesick bride from that far away 
country.  It is a Rosa banksiae, commonly called Lady Bank’s Rose.  It is a species rose, not hybridized as most of our roses 
are.  It originated in China.  In 1937, Robert Ripley, the Believe-It-or-Not guy, visited Tombstone and gave it the title of 
“World's Largest Rose.”  The Guinness’ Book of World Records lists it as the “World’s Largest Rose Vine.” 
 
The trunk rises from the ground like a tree.  They say it has a diameter of 
122 feet.  (See photo, to the right.)  At a height of about 7 feet, it branches 
out in all directions.  The branches are supported on a horizontal lattice of 
pipes held up by posts.  It is viewed by walking under it or by climbing a 

viewing stand to see the 
top of it.  (See photo, to 
the left.)  Pat and I were 
there in April, and it was 
covered with flowers.  
Small white flowers . . . 
AND THERE WERE 
NO PRICKLES!  Just 
smooth bark, or on the 
smaller ends, smooth green canes.  It is said to cover 8,000 square feet.  That 
would be 80 feet by 100 feet.  The area I walked under didn’t seem quite 
that big.  One source said its fragrance can be detected in the streets of 
Tombstone.  All I smelled was horses. 
 

There are two varieties of Lady Bank’s Rose available here.  The Lutea is the more common and has yellow, scentless flowers.  
The Banksiae is white and smells like violets.  They are fast growers, semi-evergreen, take full sun, and after they are 
established, take little water.  The flowers are double bloom, about 1 inch in size.  It only blooms in the spring.  The Lady 
Bank's Rose is drought-tolerant, disease resistant, and hardy to 10 degrees Fahrenheit.  One source called it the easiest rose to 
grow in Arizona.  It is pruned after blooming, as new buds grow on wood from the last growing season.   
 
There are other thornless varieties.  One is the Smooth Buttercup Thornless, a floribunda.  It blooms throughout the growing 
season with yellow blossom clusters and is 95 to 100 percent thorn-free.  It is one of the Smooth Touch Thornless Roses  

(Continued on page 7) 
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Bill Sheperd 
President 

623.878.9607 
rosebuds1@cox.net 

 

Nancy Medved 
1st Vice President 

623.934.6349 
 

Dave Mahoney 
2nd Vice President 

623.581.3756 
space.man@cox.net 

 

Mary Hook  
 Recording Secretary 

623.930.9251 
maryhook9200@aol.com 

 

Gerry Mahoney 
Corresponding Secretary 

623.581.3756 
xrose3@cox.net 

 

Jim Semmel 
Treasurer 

480.235.6948 
azslim@juno.com 

 

Judy Hudgeons 
 Immediate Past President 

602.469.4255 
rknrose@cox.net 
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Earl Edris Candy Sheperd 

Janet Harting Tricia Trew 

Sharyl Moen Nona Welsch 
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Helen Baird 
602.953.9133 
 

Bob Bowns 
623.935.9898 
 

Marylou Coffman 
480.926.3064 
 

Dordene and Doc Fields 
623.934.9077 
 

Mary Hook 
623.930.9251 
 

Judy Hudgeons 
623.362.3197 
 

Cindy and Mike Jepsen 
480.921.0231 

Gerry and Dave Mahoney 
623.581.3756 

 

Nancy Medved 
623.934.6349 

 

Nelson Mitchell 
623.412.1586 

 

Dotty Ouimette 
623.583.7958 

 

Jim Semmel 
480.235.6948 

 

Candy and Bill Sheperd 
623.878.9607 

 

Nona Welsch 
623.935.2034 
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Rose Garden at Sahuaro Ranch Park Wins National Award  
 

by Bill Sheperd 
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produced by Harvey Davidson of Western Sun Roses in 1962.  It is advertised as being appropriate for elderly gardeners.  
Hah! 
 
Now the problem is this:  Those flowers that profusely cover a climbing bush are just never going to beat out a nice hybrid tea 
for best of show.  What I want to grow is huge, showy red blooms,  Prickles, schmickles.  Oh, I need to cut off that small cane 
down there . . . .  Ouch! 

(Continued from page 5) 
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